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LEI WEEK 


TO FRE 


Paris Gazetteer 


Upon the Taking of 


N AMU KR 


S I R, 


O U will undoubtedly ſtand in need 
of all your Wit, to put a handfom 
glofs 1 in your Gaxettes upon the Ta- 
king of Nanur. It is attended with 

ſo many mortityingCircumſtances for yourCourt, 
which not only your Enemies and your Allies, 
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but your own People are perfectly well ac- 
quainted with, that notwithſtanding all your 
Skill in diſpuiting the truth, and the Jong Ex- 
perience you have added to your natural Tal- 
lents to make your ſelf Maſter of rhat Art, it will 
prove a hard Tak for you to impoſe upon the 


World on that Subject. 


Though your Nation 15-fam'd for making a 
prcat deal of noiſe for a very ſmall matter, and 
tor exalting its leaſt Advantages up to the Skies, 

I bclieve I may beallow'd to lay, that no French- 
an ever ſtrain'd that CharaCter to ſuch a height 
as you have done. With what Emphatis did 
not you cry up the Glory of having made new 
Lines in Flanders, to cover thoſe p.aces of yours 
which were moſt expos'd. That Eyidence of 
your Weakneſs and Fear has receiv d the fame 
Eulogies from your Pen, as you had given before 
ro your greateſt Congueſts; and as if the Mini- 
ſters of your Crown were proud of being the 
Eccho's of a poor Gazetteer: they talk'd of thoſe 
Lines in the Northern Courts, as of: an inpene- 
trable Bulwork, which would ſecure France a- 
in{t all the Endeayours of her Enemies. The 
Confederates, ſaid thoſe Gentlemen, will be con- 
winc'd at laſt, that they can expeft nothing from the 


COM 


- <4 ed. ma 2 ib SO - 


Paris Gazetteer, &c. 


continuation of the War but the rain of their Peoples 


and the exhauſtung of their Treaſures : They wall find 


the utmoſt Efforts of ther Arms uſeleſs in the Low- 
Countries,where they have therr moſt formidable Armies 
and where they are Commanded by a Prince who us the 
Head and Soul of ther League. Theſe Diſcourſes 
ſcaſon'd with ſome forc'd RefleEtions upon the 
immenſe Sums which the Poll-Tax was to have 
produced, - together with the fair Appearances 
they had in France. of a fertile Year, were the 
perpetual common places of the converſation of 
thoſe great Miniſters, who ſeem'd to have no 
Inſtructions, but your Gazettes. 


Confels, Sir, that at that time you were very 
far from believing that the Confederates were in 
a Condition, to perform ſo great an Enterprize 
as that of the Stege of Namur ſucceſsfully, and 
chat 1t was not without the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, your Court recety'd the News of our ha- 
ving a deſign upon thac place.lr is true that your 
ſurpriſe foon' gave way to the flattering hopes 
of ſeeing that great deſign miſcary, upon the 
account of the great obſtacles which could 
not fail of rendring the Execution of it diff:- 
cult, and by reaſon of the potent Diverſion 
which you did propoſe to makein Flanders. The 
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Prince of Orange, faid your Emiſlaries in all 
parts, performs an Aft of Deſparr, this projet? of his 
favours of ſomething beyond Raſhmeſs, and his Allies 
will ſoon diſcover the Vanity of the hopes he endeavours 
to feed them with. 


Without doubr you did not conſider that in 
daily repreſenting the vaſt difficulties of the en- 
rerpriſe, you heighten'd the Glory of the Suc- 
cels ; but beſides your being perſuaded that che 
Contederates would miſcarry in 1t, you could 
not have the contidence to talk of the Seige of 
Namur, 2s of a delign of ſmall Importance, at- 
cer haying made fo great a Noiſe throughout all 
Europe of the taking of that Place, when you. 
rook 1t from the Spantards. 


It is ſufficiently known, that of all his Con- 
; wag your King valued himſelf moſt upon 
that. Of all the Sieges he has made in Perſon, 
none ever colt him ſo much time, nor has any 
acquird ſo much Reputation to his Arms. And 
yet you muſt needs grant that he had not the 
third part of thoſe Obſtacles to overcome, 
which our great Prince has now Trwumphd 
over. 


Your 
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Your Frontiers weredefended by ſuch ftrongPla- 
ces, and thoſe ſo well providedevery way, that you 
had certainly nomanner of Diverſions tofear when 
you beſlteg'd Namur. Your Army of oppoſition 
was ſuperiour to that with which we might have 
endeavoured the relief of it. It was not oblig'd 
to keep at a diſtance from that which was em- 
ployed at the ſiege, ſince your Country was ſe- 
cure, and thus your two Armies made bur one, 
and were at liberty to afliſt each other mutual- 
ly at all times. Add to this the advantage of 
the Poſts, in which you could not be attacked 
without raſhneſs, the weakneſs of the Garriſons, 
the il] condition of the place, which was com- 
manded on the {fide of St. Nicholas, where 
you have made new Fortitications fince, and 
the litcle care that was taken of tranſporting 
into the Caſtle the Becr, Brandy, and the other 
Proviſions which are neceſlary to animate a Soul- 
dier to make a vigorous Reliſtance. 


We have found all things in a very different 
Condition from this. You are ſenſible that 80 
Battallions are hardly ſufficient ro guard the line 
of Circumyallation of the Town and Caſtle of 
Namur, {1nce it requires 3 ſeparate Camps, and 
contains 5 Leagues Circumferrence, Theretore 
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the King of Eng/and being neceſſitated to employ 
ſuch a vaſt body of Foot, could leave no Army 
in F/anders, but ſuch a one as was very inferior 
to the Mareſchal de Villercys. The diſtance 
from thoſe two Armys did not permit that 
which was before Namur, to ſend any ſuccors to 
the other. Nevertheleſs-that Army was oblig- 
ed to cover large Towns which were either quite 
open, or ill Fortify'd. This was undoubtedly 
ſufficient to flatter your Court with the hopes of 
a conſiderable Diverſton, and even with the gain 
of a decilive Battle. 


The News which was brought to Verſaulles, 
that Prince Vaudemont tarry'd for the Mareſchal 
de Villeroy in the Camp of Wouterghem, prepared 
every body to receive an account of his 
deftcat : They argued before hand upon the ad- 
vantagious Conſequences of a Victory which 
they look'd upon as certain, and 1t was not 
without the utmoſt Indignation againſt the 
Mareſchal de Villeroy the Court was inform'd, 
that in his preſence, and when he look'd up- 
on his game as certain, Prince Vaudcn:ont had 
made a retreat towards Ghent, worthy of the 
Admuration of the moſt Experiencd Generals. 


Ic 
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It is moſt certain that had this Prince haſten'd 
his retreat towards Ghent but one day before, the 
Mareſchal de Villeroy loling the hopes of tighting 
him, might have fallen upon Bruges or New- 
port; but Prince Vaudemont making a feint to 
come to Action, filled his Enemies head fo full 
with thecare of a Battle which ſeem'd to be at 
hand, that after his Glorious Retreat in view of 
your Forces, he had time enough to provide for 
the ſafety of the Places which were threaten'd, 
and to cover them by a Detachment which the 
Mareſchal de Villeroy was very much ſurpriſed to 
find when he drew near thoſe Places. 


This -ſecond' diſgrace oblig'd him to reſt ſatis- 
fied with- the taking of Dexmuyde and Denſe, 
Towns which he has not been able to keep, and 
of whichhe cauſed the Fortifications immediate- 
ly. to be deſtroy'd;; befides that thoſe Garriſons 
{urrendring themſelves Priſoners of War, with- 
out any Defence, - that Conqueſt has acquired no- 
Horiour to- your: Arms,- and has only ſerved to 
diſcover your Breach of Faith, which you have 
given freſh proofs of in forcing our Men to liſt 
themſelves; and in refuſing to ſend them back 
again to us, by a manifeſt infraction of the Car- 


tel. 
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If a Prince de Vaudemont were neceſlary to defend 
Flanders, we may well be allowed to fay that 
none lets than a Prince ſo Powerful, ſo reſo- 
lute, and fo Brave as His Majeſty of Gree Bri- 
t.zzry was neceliary to overcome all the Obſta- 
cles vchich ſeem'd to render the taking of Namur 


unpollivle. 


Nzmer was no longer a Town lyable 
to be raken in Five or Six days time by its 
weak fide. The Eminence which did com- 
mand that Place, was ſecured and covered by 
your New Fortifications. There were four 
Redoubts well lin'd, in which you had Guns, 
which were ſo cloſely covered by the Top of the 
Rock, that they were hardly viſible but from 
the T own. Fach of theſe Redoubts had a 
{trong Counterſcarp, and were — CO- 
vered by a double Emvelope of well Palliflado'd 
Rerrenchments. It was abſolutely neceſlary to 
force your Men out of thoſe Retrenchments in 
order to draw near to the Town, where you had 
not forgot to make new Works alſo ; inſomuch 


that before our Forces could come to the Baſti- 


on of St. Nichelzs, and to the Demy Baſtion 
of St. Roch, they mer with two Counterſcarps 


fi'lld with little Trenches, a Countre-guard well 
Iin'd, 
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lin'd, an Earthen Ravelin, and a Dam which 
kept he water within the Ditch; all theſe works 
cover'd the new Wall of the Town. after which 
one met the old Wall, which was divided 
from the new one by a very broad and very 
deep Ditch. If this was the weak fide of the 
Town, what may we not judge of the reſt, e- 
ſpecially of the Fortifications of the C aftle ? 
Beſides, the Old Tower, its two Walls and 
the Fort of Terra Nova which were very well 
repaird, they had enlarged and perfected the 
Fort of Coeborn, within which they had made ſe- 
yeral Traverſes, and in order to cover the proce 
through which you had formerly taken tha 
Fort, andat the ſametime toſecure its Communi- 
cation with that of Terra Nova, they had built be- 
tween the twoextremitys of thoſe Works a great 
Redoubt lin'd and Caſemated. Befides all this 
they had improved the Caſotte very much. All 
theſe Forts had good Cavities, they were defen- 
ded by a double Counterſcarp well Palliſſado'd, 
and they had Communications from one to ano- 
ther, with good cover d Ways. In fine, beyond 
all theſe Works, one met with a large Ditch 
deſigned to cover them, which was cut into 
the Rock with prodigeous Labour and Expence, 
B and 
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and which extended almoſt from the Mexſe to 
the Sambre. 


T own, Sir, that all thoſe diflerent Poſts re- 
gquird abundance of Men to guard them; and 
you cannot deny but that you had a whole Ar- 
my in Namur; infomuch that belides all the 
Works I haye mention'd, you poſted your ſelves 
in the Subburb of 7amb:, the Houſe of the Bal- 
{znce, and the Abby of Salſmes. That was eaſy 
for youtodo, fince that 2ccording to the Calcu- 
lation of your Gazctt of the gth. of July (which 
contrary to your uſual Cultom 1 very true in 
that particular ) your Garriſon conſiſted of 8 Re- 
g1ments of Dragoons and 21 Battallions, includ- 
ing the free Companys. You had alſo abundance 
of Gunners and Miners, 16 choſen Ingeneers, 
and at their head, Monſteur Megrin ſecond En- 
geneer of France. Add to all this a great 
number. of Officers of Note, ſeveral Volun- 
teers who ſought occaſions to Stgnalize them- 
ſelves, a brave and Vigilent Governor, belov'd 
by his Garriſon, and efteem'd by his Enemies, 
laſtly a Mareſchal of France, whom you look 
upon as one of the greateſt Captains of the Age. 


This. 
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This numerous Garriſon neither wanted Mo- 
ney nor Provif1ons, nor Warlike Ammunitions. 
There were upwards of a hundred Guns in the 
Town and Caſtle, ſeveral Mortars, 1 3 Hundred 
Thouſands of Powder, 10000 Muskets of change, 
Bombs, Granado's and Bullets without Number 
in a word, you had all manner of Proviftons for 
upwards of fix Months. 

What a prodigious Army was required to 
form ſo many Steges as were included in the bare 
Siege of Namur 2 How many Mortars and Bombs 
were neceſſary to be ſent for? How many Pio- 
neers were requird ? Indeed, Sir, if all theſe 
conſiderations join'd to the great Forces, the 
Mareſchal de Villeroy had with him do nor preya!l 
with you to confels that the ſecond Siege of Na- 
mur 15-quite different from the fir{t ; I own thar 
I have nothing more to ſay to you, and that I 
deſpair of proving to you that the Sun ſhines at 
Noon day. 


I do not wonder con{idering all theſe circum- 
ſtances, that Mareſchal de Borfflers ſhould lock 
upon His Majeſty's Enterprize, asa piece of Raſh- 
neſs. The whole Garriſon had the ſame Opini- 
on, untill the attack of Coguelet, in which a dou- 
ble Retrenchment well Palliado'd and Defend- 
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ed by 5000 of your beſt Men, who could eyery 


Moment receive freſh. Succors from the City, 
were not capable to ſtop the Eagerneſs of our In- 
fantry. The reſiſtence of your Men, the mines 
and Foges which they ſprung only ferv'd to ani- 
mate ours the more, who remain'd maſters of 
the Retrenchments, and purſued thoſe who 
guarded them to the very Counterſcarp of the Ci- 
ty. After that attack, all thoſe we made, had 
ſuch good ſucceſs, that we had reaſon to quettion 
whither the Conſternation of your Forces. had 
not almoſt as great a ſhare init, as the Bravery of 
ours. The belieged made neither Sallies nor 
zny ather Vigorous AEtians. We took with 
little loſs bothche firſt and ſecond Counterſcarp, 
the Counter-guard, and the Dam. We made 
our ſelyes maſters of the Abby of Salfmes, and of 
the Houſe of the Ballances, which were Poſts of 
great conſequence for the a:tack of the Caſtle, in 
which we met but with. very little Refiſtance. 
In ſhort,we drove the French out of the great Re- 
erenchment curinto of the Rock, without lofing. 
any Men inthat ACtion except a few of thoſe who 


were a little too. eager inthe purſuit of them.. 


| Somany ſucceſſes aſtoniſhed the beſieged, and 
eblgdthemtoſurrender the Town before we had 
made: 
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made: our ſelves maſters of the Ravelin, or of 
any of the Baſtions of the firſt Wall. This 


event, enabled his Majeſty to ſend a conſiderable 


Reinforcement to the Prince de Vaudemont. But 
as I have more ſincerity than you, I will own 
that that Reinforcement could not come ſoon e- 
nough to promene the Bombardment of Bruſſe/ls. 
The Mareſchal de V:/leroy had already made him- 
ſelf maſter of Poſts 1n order to the Execution of 
that Enterprize, out of which it was impoſlible 
ro force him. I will examine in another Letter, 
whether France has acquur'd much Honour and 
Advantage by that Expedition. Permit me, Sir, 
at preſent to return before the Caſtle of Namur, 
which Mareſchal de Buffers ſeconded by Mon- 
fieur de Megrin: did propoſe to defend much lon- 
ger than he had done the Town, expecting no: 
leſs than to force us to raiſethe Stege. 


He did ground thoſe hopes chiefly on the po-- 
ſitive aſfurances your Court gave him of a ſpee-- 
dy Relief. And indeed that deſign was become 
publick. They talked of the ſuccors of Namur 
at Verſailles, as of an infallible thing : and the 
people reckon'd already that this new ſucceſs of 
their King's Arms would oblige the Confede- 


rates to ſue to him for a Peace. All things were 
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in motion inthe Kingdom for the Execution of 
that great Proje&t. A Detachment formthe Ar- 
my of Germany, the Forces of the Coaſts, the 
Guards and Mouſquetcers which had been kept 
for the Guard of the King's Perſon, the Arriere 
Ban, the Militia, all in a word, even the very 
Guards eſtabliſhed for the Sublides of the Salt 
marched to the ſame Rendezyouſe. The Mareſ- 
chal de Villeroy proud of thoſe Reinforcements, 
advances towards Gemblours, with a train of Ar- 
tillery conſiſting of a hundred pieces of Cannon. 
'Tis given our that he has poſitive orders to fight 
the Confederates whatever Poſt he finds them in. 
The French talk with all the confidence imagina- 
ble, of the ſucceſs of the Battle he is going to 
Fight. They give out every where, that he is 
going to relieve Namur at the heedof a 100 Thou- 
jand Men. The Prayers of fourty Hours are or- 
der'd more for form-ſake, than out of any doubr 
of the Event. They ſtudy before hand- what ftege 
chey ſhall form, after having raiſed that of Na- 
mur. Ina word, the two Armys are in{1ght of each 
other, and the great Day appears on which the 
Fate of Europe is to be decided. How many Fa- 
thers are going to Weep for the loſs of their Chil- 
dren, and Wives for their Husbands ?. Bur let 


them lay aſide their Fears, and let the Prudence 
of 
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of Mareſchal de Villeroy fecure them. If he be 
within fighe of our Army, he is the better able 
to judge the:Impoſibility of attacking ir. He diſco- 
vers the wiſe precautions our Great King has ta- 
ken to fortify the Avenues of his Camp; and 
whiltt he hears 160 pieces of Ordinance, and 40 
Mortars thunder again(t che Caſtle of Namur, he 
without Intermifſion ſees that our Army of Op- 
poſition has above a 100 Guns in Battery to 
receive him, and that being almoſt equal to his 
in. Number of Men, 'it mult be conſider'd as ſu- 
periar to it by the Advantage of the Pot. 


Te is! not therefore to- be wondered at that he 
ſhould retire without Fighting ar the fight of fo 
many difficulties. Neither is he juſtly cobeblam'd 
for his Retreat; but the Noife which 104ur Court 
has ſo unfeaſonably made of the great deſign 
which they had projected is to be condemn'd. 
What will all Ezrope ſay which expected the even- 
of that Important Crifts? What will the Nerther 
Crowns think who had bcen prepar'd for a very 
difterent ſucceſs by your Miniſters * What will 
your People fay inthe juſt dread of ſeeing a Conti- 
nuationofthe War by the Repugnancy which your 
Court will doubtleſs haveto conſent tothe new pre- 
tentions which the Conqueſt of Namar does autho- 
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riſe usto form? What willeven your Court ſay to 
excuſe the Confidence where withthey have ſpoken 
of the relief of that place? Were they 1gnorant 
of the force of the Polts were they pretended 
their Army was to force tis? Were they not 1n- 
formed of the precautions we might take to pre- 
ſerve.them ? Had they a falſe Ideaof our Forces? 
I own, that if chey have really chought them to 
be as confiderably leſlen'd as your, Gazettes have 
publiſhed it, they had reaſon to bel:eye that, we 
were no longer in a Condition to make head a- 
gainl(t the Mareſchal de Vi/leryy. In Truth, Sir, 
chis is a diſmal paſſage for you; thoſe who will 
give themſelyes the trouble to. calculate ro what 
the loſs amounts, which you pretend we have 
{uſtained before the Town or Caſtle of Namu:, 
will find that it amounts to upwards of 40000 
Men killed or Wounded. I could ealily proye 
it to you by a faichful extract of cach of your 
Gazetts of the Months of July, Auguſt and Septem- 
ber, but that would be a uſeleſs trouble {ince 
they are in the hands of every Body. Moreover 
it 15 certain that our Army of oppoſition, and 
that which was employed at the Stege, did not 
confiſt of more than one Hundred Thouſand ef- 
fective Men, even after the arrival of the De- 
tachment from Germany. This is alſo a fact, the 

riſe 
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truth of which 1s to be found in your Gazetts, 
when you make the Calculation of our Battalli- 
ons and of our Squadrons. Of theſe 100000 
there were but 70000 Foot, out of which we 
mult bate near 30000 whichthe Siege hadalrea- 
dy coſt us according to your Reckoning, when 
the Mareſchal de Villeroy drew near to tight us. 
His march towards the Mehazgn, did not make us 
diſcontinue the Siege, to the carrying on of 
which, about 20000 Foot remained conſtantly 
imployed ; infomuch that on the zoth. of Aug 
we gave a general Aflault to the Works of the 
Caſtle with 15000 men, as you relate it in your 
Gazette of the 1oth. of September, ſo that our 
Army, beſtdes the Cayalry which was of no ute 
for the defence of our Retrenchments, could nor 
according to your Calculation exceed the num- 
ber of 20000 Foot. Giye me leave to tell you, 
Sir, that you have bur little regard to the Ma- 
reſchal de Villeroys Reputation. What? with 
1 20 Battallions gathered from the four corners 
of the Kingdom, he contents himſelf with bare- 
ly viewing lines made in haſt, and only defended 
by 20000 Men, whom he has a poſitive order 
to attack? He ſuffers a Place to be taken before 
his Face of ſuch Importance to his King, the 
Garriſon of which deferyes fo well to be fuccor- 
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ed by the Noble Defence you ſay they have made? 
Bur that is not all yet. You add in the ſame Ga- 
zett of the 1oth. of September, that the 15000 
Men which had given the Aſſault on the 3oth. of 
Augeſt, being repulſed with the loſs of near 6000, 
we made a ſecond Aſſault on the 1ft. of Septem- 
ber with 20000 Men. Without doubt, Sir, thoſe 
that were remaining of the 15000 men which. 
made the attack on the 3oth. of Auguſt, were: 
roo much diſheartened, and too much fatigu'd 
co make a new Aſſault two days after it. There- 
fore the 20000 Men which were unploy'd on: 
that new attack, mult of neceſlity be taken out 
of our Army of Oppoſition, at leaſt the major 
part of them. And thus this Army 1s reduc'd. 
ro nothing, and I defy you, according to your 
Calculation, to find 6000 Foot remaining there. . 
Nevertheleſs the Mareſchal de Villeroy 1s preſent 
with 100000 men without endeayouring to 1m-- 
prove ſo favourable an Occaſion, and though as 
vou ſay, we have gooo men killed and wound-- 
ed in this 2d. Aſault, and are repulſed every 
where, Monſieur de Boufflers deſires to capitulate 
that very day, and Monfieur deV//leroy retires the - 
yery next towards Mons with the utmoſt Speed. 
Do not you fancy, Sir,. in reading this, that 
Miracles are not ceaſed, and that all rhis has been. 
done by Inchantment? There- 
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"Therefore it follows of neceſſity, cither that 
the Mareſchal de Villeroy is the moſt unworthy 
General that eyer was, or that you are a great 
Romancer without Truth or Judgment. I am 
very apt to believe, Sir, the ſtorm will fall up- 
on your own head, The Capitulation of Namur 
is a ſad Commentary for your Gazetts, and 
I am of Opinion that many men will curſe you 
for the difappointment of the hopes they had 
buile upon your falſe Relations. 


As for the Mareſchal de Villeroy, it will be ca- 


ſy for him to juſtifie himſelf, and to prove that 


while we gave a general Aſſault to the Caſtle 
with 10000 men ( and not with 15000 as you 
relate it) we had 95 good Battall:ons and up- 
wards of 200 Squadrons behind the Lines which 
he was ordered to force, he will proye that he 
could not givea Battle withoutexpoling his Army 
to an abſolute Defeat, and that he was in thc 
right not to hazard the ſucceſs of ſo raſh an 
Enterpriſe. 


But that which in my Opinion, Sir, 1s of molt 
dangerous conſequence for you, 1s, That ſome 
Fool or other may chance to have a Crotchet to 

| C 2 make 
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make a Deſcription of the Siege of Namar,. ex- 
actly according to the relation of your Gaxzetts, 
That would certainly afford a large field to turn 
you into redicule ; for inſtance, 1t would be ea- 
fly prov'd, that in the Aſſault of the 3cth. of 
Auguſt, our Forces were not. repulſed every where 
ſince chey took the Counterſcarp of the Caſtle, 
ard that of the Coe>orn Fort, and that they lodg- 
ed th:mſelves at the foot of the Breach of that 
laft Work, which obligd the belreged to Capi- 
tulate within two days after it. It would be ea- 
ſy roconvince you that you muſt bate upwards of 
4000 of the 6009 men which you pretend we 
loſt on that occaſion. Monſieur de Bouffers him 
ſelf could witneſs that there was no attack at a'l 
the 1/2. of September, and that nothing happen'd 
conſiderable that Day, but his deſtre to Capitu- 
late. And therefore, that the fecond Aſſault which 
you mention, made by 20000 Men, which coſt us 
go00o Men and you 3000, and m which the flaug] ter 
was ſo great, that there has been none hike it, as you 
ſay, in Europe for upwards of an Age; 15 nothing 
but a fiction of your Brain, and ſo poorly in- 
yented, that no Man of common Sence could e- 
yer be perſuaded that our Army of Oppoſition 
ſhould have weakened it ſelf by ſo con{1derable a 
Detachment, at a time when they were ſtill bw 

able 
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able to be attacked by yours. We could make 
ou ſenſible how ridiculous it is to ſay that che 
fieged had the Advantageof the Sally they made 
the Night between the 1 gth. and 2oth. of 4»-/7, 
in which you maintain that they ruin'd divers 
Works towardstheend of the Trenches, and that 
they routed thoſe who did defend them, whereas 
they were repulſed themſelyes, and purſued as 
far as the Counterſcarp of Ciehorn Fort, where 
they retired in diſorder, not having been able to 
ſuſtain the.Vigour wherewith they were charged 
by the Span Dragoons, whoſe Bravery our 
Chiefs did Reward,by givingeach Dragoon two 
Piſtols, and advancing the Officers who did com- 
mand them, which1s a convincing proof that we 
had reaſon to be pleaſed withthe ſucceſs of that 
Action. Neither can I omit to obſerye that the 
other Sallys which you make ſo much noiſe a- 
bout, have neyer exceeded zo or 40 Men, who 
after having made a Diſcharge art a greatdiſtance 
towards the place where they heard our men at 
Work, retir d immediately into their Forts. It 
would be eaſy to demonſtrate to you that the at- 
tack of the Retrenchmentsof the Caſtle in which 
you make usloſe ſeveral Thouſand Men, did not. 
coſt us above zoo, who in the heat of the pur- 


ſuit advanced as far as the Counterſcarp of your 
Works. 
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Works. But what might not one ſay about the 
Aſſault which was made, as you ſay, on the 25th. of 
Auguſt by 1 2000 Men, who having attacked the Ca- 
tte and the Cochorn Fort were repulſed three ſeveral 
ttmes,and of which 4 or 5000 were killed wound- 
ed or taken * With what confuſion would you 
be forced to own that the ſaid attack was wholly 
of your own invention, and that it mult be re- 
duced to the taking of a ſmall Redout, im which - 
we took a Lieutenant and 16 Soldiers, withour 
loling above three of ours. That which is moſt 
Blame-worthy in your Behaviour, is that you 
never diſabuſe the Reader in your Gazetts of the 
falſities you have impoſed upon him in the pre- 
ceeding, and that on the contrary you continue 
to ſuppoſe that they are all Truths which are not 
in the leaſt to be queſtioned. 


In looking back on the Siege of the Town we 
ſhould find ſeveral other Examples like theſe of 
Impudenceand Difingenuity.Y ou ſuppoſean ima- 
ginary attack on the Eminence of Bouge the Night 
between the 1 2th. and 1 3th. of July. We loft 500 
Men there at the jo on-ſet, according to your Cal- 
culation, and bemg, as you fay, returned to the At- 
tack with fox Battallions, the beſtezed abandoned that 
Poſt; but having ſoon after it put Bo to the Bombs and 


Gra- 
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Granado s which they had buryed there, and falling up- 
on the Confederates with Sword in Hand, they beat them. 
out of tt, and killed upwards of goo Men, and didnot 
loſe above 4 or 5 Soldiers themſelves, In Truth, 
when Men of Sence read things like theſe, they 
are at a loſs to think which is the molt ſurpriſing, 
to find that there are Writers who have Impu- 
dence enough to tell them, or to ſee that there 
are Readers ſo credulous asto believe them. For 
every one knows that there wasnoAttacktheNight 
between the 1 2th. and 1 3th. of Fuly, and that the 
firſt of all was that of the 18th. which you have 
not had much reaſon to boaſt of; fince your 
men were driven out of the Retrenchments they 
had onthe Eminence of Bouge,and thatours lodged 
themſelves there. It is moſt certain that this 
V igorous Action did not coſt us 1500 men, and 
that your Garriſon loſt upwards of. 2000 there. 
Nevertheleſs allowing your diſingenous way. of 
relating that Action, according to your wonted 
cuſtom, it is amazingto think, that an Army fo 
conſiderably weakn'd as you ſuppoſe ours tohave 
been in that Action, ſhould have been capable 
to-continue the Siege,. and to make ſo many o-- 
ther Attacks, and ſo much the more ſeeing that 
in the Sally which the beſ1eged madethat day up- 


onthe Trenches of the Brandenburghers,. you make 
us 
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us loſe 1200 Men. It is true that they muſt be 
reduced to leſs than 200, and that thoſe who 
made the Sally did not loſe much leſs in making 
their Retreat, but that is a Circumſtance you 
have thought fit to ſuppreſs. 


You talk juſt in the ſame manner of the At- 
tacks that followed, for you tell us that the At- 
tack of the firſt Counterſcarp coſt us 4ooo men, 
and that of the ſecond near 5000, tho' the truth 
is that we did not loſe goo in both Actions. 
Moreover it 1s obſervable, that in all thoſe dif- 
ferent occaſions, the beſieged according to your 
Relations, never loſt but a very inconſiderable 
number of Officers and Soldiers, for I do not 
reckon 3000 men you pretend to have loſt in the 
general Aſſault of the 1ſt. of September, ſince I 
have already proved that it never had a being but 
in your Imaginatton. Nevertheleſs, after a 
Siege of two Months, that Garriſon which at 
Grit conſiited of 14 or 15000 men, and has 
ſuffered ſo little an all the Attacks, is according 
to your Gazctt of the 10th, of September reduced to 
5003 Seldrers, of which there are lut 2300 i a 
condition to Fight, while thoſe poor Confederates 
of whom you barbarouſly kill and wound up- 
wards of 40000 foot, ate yet {trong enough to 


take 
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take Nanwr withinſight of an Ariny of 1 00000 
ten, who dares nov attack then.” 


I will not infift in this place to prove 
that: the loſs of the beſieged has been far grea- 
ter. than that of the Beltegersp''tho' I could 
eaſily convince you'of it, defiring 'you only 
to reflect on the great Fire of our Cannons 
and of our Bombs, and upon the good ſuc- 
ceſs.of our Attacks9? neither will -I reflect'on 
the extraordinary praiſes you beftow- on the 
Garriſon, ſaying, that they have made the moſt 
gloriqus | defence that "| tver-- was heard of. - Others 
will put you in mird that we only began to 
batter the Caſtle in order to make' # breachon 
the 17th. of Augaſt, and 'that they defired to 
capitulite -on the '1/3.>of September. tho we 
had not as yet taken any of their Works, but 
only the Counterſcarp of 2 Forts. For my 

rt, Sir, I am willing to grant, you, that the 

fieged haye doneas much as wasnatural to 
believe they would do; they did Capitulate 
at a time when they had loſt all hopes of re- 
lief, at a: time 'when the Breaches were fo 
large, and the ſmall remainder of the Garri- 
ſon ſo tyred and fo diſhearten'd, that unleſs 
D they 
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they would have run the hazard of :being-ra- 
ken by Stormy: they could not: have:;ſuſtain'd 
a fecond Attack. Moreover, I will grant 
you, if you will have it fo, that they: have 
defended - themſelves like Hero's, fince that: 
will place [the Princes who have. Triumph'd 
over. their - Reſiſtance above: the. degree of 
Hero's. E ] | : 


What may. be ſajd| withaur. flattering vany' 

Body is, thac it is no ſmall mortification for 

your Court to be convinced by the loſs” of 

Nanur, that the Confederates.can take. Towns;, 

as. well as the. French. ; 'Hhe World has be-/ 

held a Train of- Artillery - at-ithis Siege far 

ſuperior to ,any your. King has: ever been a+: 

ble to aſſemble at any.of the 'Steges:5he: has) 

made; Ingeneers who haye immediately 

found the weak fide of the  place;; and» 

what ſeems almoſt ucredible, a, Caſtle taken: 

in Ten Days time, which your Garriſon 

| had boaſted they would defend three Months. 
; It has beheld our Infancry, performing all 
their Attacks.with the utmoſt Vigour,; and 
maintazning the Poſts they. had taken with 

an equal Bravery. It has alſo ſeen the Eng- 


ij 
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liſh march with ſo much undauntednefs, that 
we may aſlure our ſelves, that for che future, 
whenever your Forces, ſhall Engage with 
them, they will conclude themſelyes van- 
quiſhed before: they, Fight. Bur that which 
rs yet far more Garpeiſan  ( though it is-,no 
Novelty to -us,) the World has beheld a 
King'there, whole ſacred Life is fo precious 
to Us, expoling his Perſon every Moment, 
viiting, the Trenches twice every day, ipre- 
ſent in all. the Attacks, and by an Indeftati- 
gable care Triumphing over Difficulties 
which offered Fine ie Crouds. In ſhort; 
it has beheld” an ;undaunted Elector, pal- 
ſing whole Nights in the - Trenches, and 
ſharing the Fatigues and Perils of the Siege 


with his Soldiers. | 


Theſe without doubt are ſtrong Argu- 
ments to oblige your Court: to fear + the 
continuation of. the War ;- but. yet. theſe are 
not the only Reaſons they have to fear, ſince 
the Low Countrys are not the only place in 
which France has appeared, inferiour - to her 
Enethuts.” | She has abandon . part- of. her 
Contueſts in Catalonia. She has labour'd. uy 
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der _ diſquiets for her Army in Germa- 


#9, &ven fo far asto reckon its paving been 4 
ble'to paſs'the Rb/ye ywirhour being beater as 
a kind of Victory. .Infine' you have loſt 
Cazul, a place of the utmoſt conſequence 
whithot had Beught-and Fortified with 
ſo much Treaſure , and 'in which you had 
ſuch- a Noble Train of Artillery. You have 
not been happier on the Sea-{1de. - All your 
Coaſts aHarmed from” Nice to Dunkgrk, your 
Marititne Provinces ruin'd by the Marches.and 
Countermarches of your Forces, and of your 
Milicias, St. Malo, Cales atnd Grandwille Bom-- 
barded : Your Trade'in the two Seas ;ruined,, 
and your Fleet difarmed and ſhut up in T- 
lon, are ſpeaking Inſtances of your weakneſs, 


which even you, Sir, ( and that ſpeaks all) 
| dare not deny. 


If you do bur caſt yourEyes onthe Future, 
it looks far - worſe yet. Tt is moſt certain 
that the great Events of this Campaign will 
increaſe the Union of the Confederates, and 
will induce them to proſecute the War with 
more V igour than ever. Beſides -thoſe that 
are acquainted withthe interior ſtate of France, 


who 
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who know the miſery of the People, and to 
what degree the Finances are exhauſted will 
hardly be perſuaded that they can be able to 
reſiſt the Forces of the Confederates much 
longer. Therefore ſince you ſeem to be 
acquainted with the Miniſters, I will tell you 
like a Friend, that you will do well to adviſe 
them, todiſpoſe your Court as ſpeedily as can 
be, to beſatisfy'd with a reaſonable Peace, for 
otherwiſe they may chance to be reduced to 
accept leſs adyantageous Conditions. I am, 


Sir, 


Sept. the 25th. Yours, &c. 
1695. 


